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Methodology
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• „Leave it to the data/equipment provider.

Trust them.“

• 2 providers: differencies

• Best available quality

• Results understandable for staff

• Described in detail (contract closing price)

• Performable, not rising the price

• Reviseable at the end of a contract



Calibration
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• Calibration coefficient

• Cc = No / Nc (No number observed, Nc

number counted)

• Ideal: Cc = 1,00

• Cc < 1,00 the counter added fictional person

• Cc > 1,00 the counter ignored someone
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Date 1 Date 2 total

Observation 143 48 191

Counter 109 52 161

Calibration 
coefficient

1,31 0,92 w. 1,19

a. 1,12



Calibration
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• How many hours/days?

• Repeat?

• Workday, or weekend?

• High, low, or average season?

• Where to observe?

• Record also another data?

• What to do with „0“?

• Perform on trails with very low numbers?
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Failure periods
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• False or No data from a counter

• Weather, vandalism, insects…

• How to estimate the numbers for:

• comparisons?

• an average?

• trends?
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Failure periods
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• Correlation with similar profile:

• Similar location?

• Similar visitation rate?

• Similar time behavior?

• Similar before and after, or similar in the
same period in a previous year?
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Contract period
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Administratively easiest way: January 1st –

December 31st, causes:

• Contractor can change each year

• Dataloggers under snow

• Busy time at the end of contract period
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Discussion, questions
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Carrying Capacity
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• Bilogy: population size in a particular habitat

• Tourism: How many visitors is too many?

• Carrying capacity:

• physical (size, weight…)

• social (individual, national differences, 

expectations, perception by locals or other

visitors)

• economic (services’ availability, local inflation)

• ecological (biophysical)…
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Carrying Capacity
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• Which natural phenomena could be affected by 

visitors?

• How can we measure the impact?



Visitor number limits of PAs
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• Indigenous landowners: limits in numbers

• Examples from PAs:

• USA 2022: time reservation, lottery for

overnight stays, bans for climbers…

• parking capacity

• viewpaths

• icefalls

• canoeing



Discussion, questions
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